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The Author was one of the laſt Per- 
| urs in the Neighbourbood, who was told 
of the Noiſe ſo induſtriouſty — thro all 
the Town :_ gud be mas the 
concern d about it, able to 77755 C a. 
not only by a Senſe of bis own Integrity, 
but by being accuſtomed to bear it : And 
Pe 5. be was paſſing over This, as be 
had done many other Stories, in Silence, 
* in 148828 nah 3s for a better Mind 
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«»\ »whichd endo \depibts" in Fafting 
"Wl and Mourning, Was an Unnatu- 
ral Civil Wor, that overturn'd the 
Y iti in the be W World, that made 
our whole Iſland an Aceldama, 4 75 eld of Blood, 
and tho heaps of Rapine and Slaughter, pro- 
ceeded to the De plorable Death of the Mar | 
of this Get of the moſt Virtuous and | 
moſt Religious of our Engliſh Princes. 
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ever bringing the fi 


fle&t, whence an 


Thou all the Cities of Judah, and bebol 


On this Day of afflifling our - Souls; x to pro- 


mote our Sorrow and Repentance for the Evil 


that is paſt; and to create an Abhorrence of 
e Evik i upon * or Our 
Poſterity ; it matten. not improp 

by what means, 
why this Evil came upon us, as at this Day : 
2 ſecing and E the curſed 


atone for the | pelt Abel and the more 


careful to prevent the like fatal Effects for the 


future. 


This you will find to bave been t Ba be 
thod of the Holy Prophet 1 in the Ten 
The ord that came to; f 5 
dũt the dreadful Calamity t at had fallen pon 
the Fewiſh People, ver. 2. Thus ſai ib they 
of. Hofts, the God of Iſrael, Fe have ſeen 
Evil that I have brought upon Feruſalen 


this 
ay they are a Deſolation. And again v. 6 
My Fury and mine Anger mas poured forth and 


was hindled. in the Cities of Turlah, and In 


Streets of Jeruſalem. And farther ſtill, v. 8 

Fe are à Curſe and a Reproach _—_— the e. 
tions of the Earth. . | | 
The 
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1 
The Prophet would now humble the Men 
of Iſrael into a ſerious Senſe of their paſt Sin 
ant Fol He would Wake chem tcebliet; 
ow and for what reafon aff chis miſcrable 
Jonfuſion came upon them. No doubt, the 
diſmal Sufferings muſt be owing to their hei- 
nous Provocations, to the Withedneſs of Yheir 
Fathers," and th their own Neledneſs which they 
bad committed, v. 9. Obſtinate and Tmpe- 
nitent in the crying Sins of their Nation, 2. 10. 
—5 are not humbled even unto this Day, neither 


> 5 


le... otros. of 


ae they feared nor walked in my Lam, nor in 
my Statutes that I ſet before Jon, and before your 
3 203 07 oO Fear] eee 
But above all, their ſpecial and more ag- 
ravared Sins, charwere Sims againſt che PuB- 
tick Peace,” that incenſed God to watch over 
thei for Evil, and not for Good + They were 
a Contempt of theit own excellent Religion, N 
4 leaning unto ſtrange. Gods, and to the new „ 
Worthip in Foreign Countries; à perfect ; 
- Holarry, which was no leſs than an Apoſtacy 
from their own Faith and Communion; as 
intimated and exprefsd in the feveral parts 
of this Chapter, and more eſpecially in the 
Introduction of the Text, 2. 2t. The Incenſe 
„ ; B 2 that 
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| that ye burnt in ibe Ci ities. of Judab, and in 
the Streets of Jeruſalem— v. 22. So that 
the Lord could no longer bear bee aſe of the Evil 
of your doings, and 4 4e be Abominations 
which ye have Anh e v. 23. Becauſe 
ye have burnt Incenſe, and becauſe ye. have ſin- 
ned againſt the Lord, and have not obey d the 

oice f the. Lord. 7 e. this Exil i 
hapne unto you, as 71 this Day. | * 
But leaving this Admonition 290d = 
ple on your Minds, I pals over the Land of 
Iſrael, and their Sufferings of 0 e and 
Captivity, while I bring home the Text to 
our own Native Country, to the CER | 
of that Civil War, or rather that great Re- 
bellion, and that Horrid Fact comm | 
the Lerd's Azointed, Which we this P 
member in grieyqus Mournipg and Kamen- 
tation. And here we will endeavour to La- 
tisſie our ſelves in ſome of the Springs. and | 
Firſt Cauſes of that Nation Jadgi KAT, 
ſhew wherefore this Evil Fee to 446. e 
Day. 


I confeſs this to be an Artzument, . mieren 
call in queſtion the Prudence of, him tha 
ſhall chaſe it. For to i of che Sins A 


the Bulls of a any. one A e or ada is 


279 Subject toward the du ious and dangerous | 


ſides and any; be liable ta be cenfur'd ſooner 
125 to. be; rightly. underſtood. There is 
ach! of chis Caution intimated by the Wiſe 
Eccleſ. 7. 10. Say not thou, M bat is the 

Canſe that the former Days Pere better than 
theſe ? for abo doftnot.enqui 
this., Not wiſel done according to, worldly 
Wiſdom, to look forward or backward with 
a too obſcrving Eye; not wiſely. done to en- 


are, my former Days were: better. or worlc. - 


or no Man ſhall point out the Iniquity of 


the Times, paſt or preſent, without giving 


ſome Offence 4 and therefore Wiſe Men, as 
the World calls them, would keep to the 


ſpeaking of ſmoother things, would decline 


and drop e grö Vpifek of Diſ 


ur. S 58 8 
But however, we Miners of the Goſpel, 


rare ro other Politicks but Sim- 
inceriſ ho are 0 become 


phat, for 47 5 f's 2 e, WC ould not beaſham'd 
to be thought leſs wiſe for the ſake of Truth, 


aud. Juſtic gad Charity. And thinking all 


te to be Were nearly i in, this. * 
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»wiſely concerning 
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* will p proceed to enquire: mt che main Can: 
= (har 4s 1 7 to the Providence of 

9. gave Riſe WOE to the fote Evil 
to - «0 eavy Judg Si1 brof this Day? 0 11643 
And 1 vl de it s J am ſatishied in tny 


own Conſcience, withour Pattiality or any 


other Belper 

The leading Szules Ef chis Days Evil Jos 
proved by wicked Arts and Deli gs, wete 
chiefly theſe. ! 
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1. The Agel en and Feats of Po- | 


pery, which led, br ; 
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5 III. TheJeloukiesofObprutish and illegal 


Power, which tended more and more to 
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IV. The Growth of Profit eſs 41 mf 


rality; and even chis Help Ito, | T gee, 
V. That Hypocriſy and” 'Perfidivuſels, 
which accompliſh'd the Sin and ek in- 

finite Scandal Df this Daypr 2 #7 
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_ - Firſt then, in thoſe, Troubles of out {frae/ 
Which we mo hemoan, one; Principal Cauſe 
Was, French Intereftand Hllianci 

Ahere Was} Frame 


nai nat bom, that 


and Conſtitution in our Anceſtors, that their 


true Ergh/b Hearts had continually ſome ſe- 


cret Averſion, L might. fay, ſome Antipathy 


to that Neighbouring Nation Hugland and: 
France, lite Rome and Carthage, ſtood alway 

jealous and rivaling: of one another. 
IThevld Zzgliſb Avorſation ſeems to have 


ood Hore · fat hera, then lately ſecured by the 
beſt; Laws: and. Eiberties in the World, were 
invaded and ſubdued by a Pretender from 


France, and they ſoon felt that Foreign Yoke 


to he ſo har d and gricvocb, C that they would 
tience they were forced to, the more they 
hated thoſe inſolent ned Lords and Maſters; 
calling often for their old Liberties, and the 
Laws of King Edward. Oppreſſion might 
well make a good natur d People very angry 
and averſe, when as Solomon obſerveth, Surely 
Oppreſſion meketh a Wile Man nad. 


This. 


began with the Normen Conqueſt; when our 


e x 20 nanny” 
* — 8 — 


— — IU; * _ « . 
— 8 
4 * 


W 5 


8 ' A Semon Prod qumegtg 47. 


— 


This Anger and ſort of Averſion to the 
French did oontinue fixed andi robted in the 
Minds, in che bottom of the Hearts of our 
right Englifh\Bevetfatherd\piand truty e muſt 
degenerate fu irum thoſsgood?Feorefithers, 
before we cui alxogether remove chat Natu- 
ral Diſtaſt to. a French Power.: At leaſtſ nont 
can be fondtof it. whoſe:Printiplesund/Blovd 
are not dorrupt edo aninodd gion 15d 07 | 
_ It was this iabted Spixic of mulation chat 
| ſo often led out Engliſb Armies inio the Bow; 
| _ els of France; anduuthe'\Reprifals of Honout 
_ . conquered: char Niuigdom Mordi thity onge 
but never once moxe:fliffered this Kingdom 
to be conquered by the Neudb, and Jureh) 
never will ſuffer it; while the Engliſb Name 
rem hing 2881 7 noot N; aS ud 
It was on this Principle chat . 
People never could heartily: approve! any 
Royal Match into the Court of- Hane: And 
whenever any ſuch Match was entred into by 
our former Goverhoutrs, it ſeems: 2&chave 
been againſt the Genius of Our People a, 
therefore fatally againſt the Inter eſt of cthoſe 
Princes. Imight give an Inſtance. in wo of 
the moſt unfortunate Reigns, choſe uf King 
1 - Edward 


2 W 1 
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Edvard. the Second, and King Richard the 
Second, whoſe Marriages into that Court 
had the conſequence of a Calamitous Eike. 
and at\Untimely-Death, to bott of thofe un 

| fortunate Prinecs. 


There was lone what of the like pernicious 


Influence; that work d upon the Tragedy of 
_ "this Day: Our Royal Martyr, by taking a 
Royal Tegtorr from the Bourbon Family, did 
apparently bring over ſome Evils and Mif- 
chiefs, that diſturb'd his whole Reign: For 
within deſs than One Tear, che Frent Servants 
-of that Queeti! grew'(o Tmperious'and'fo In- 
ſolent, that the King was forced to diſcharge 
them, und to humble them by a Return into 
their dn Country; This at firſt created ſome 
diffidence het ween their Majeſtiez, and ſoon 
fomemted a War between the! two Kingdoms. 
In ſhort, it was this Match that began to cor- 
rupt our Nation with French Modes and Va- 
nities; to betray our Counſels to the French 
Court; to Weaken the 
France ; nay, and to leſſen our own Trade 
and Navigation. Theſe ill Effects, beyond 
the King's Intention, raiſed ſuch a Jealouſy, 
and ſprcad-ſueh a damp upon the Englif 


11933810) | S h Sub- 


poor Proteſtants in 
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Subjects, that it was unhappily turn d into 


e of the unjuſt Occaſions of 85 Civil 


1424 443. 110103 Ar bit 


"The C Hail War, pl began more 
out of Hatred to that — chan out of any 


Diſſaffection to the King. The People 


thought themſelyes too much under Hench 


Counſels and a French Miniſtry or elſe they 
could never have been drawn, aſide into that 
Great Rebellion. This Intereſt, when ſuſpe- 


cted to prevail, brought the King into ur- 


gent Difficultics; and in the: midit of them, 


FRET AR uno Which that Irrereſt of. 


fered Him, did but the more; effectually 


| weaken Him. On this fide the Water, the 


French Services betray 'd mere ph on the o- 


ther ſide, the | French. Policies were 26/*0tk 


to deſtroy Him. „How far the Intrigues of 
Mazarine were in concert with the Deſigns of 


Cromwel, thoſe beſt know, who know che Hi- 
ſtory of thoſe Times. Had 
And therefore as Eſau's raking to "'Wiſean 


Alien and Stranger, is ſaid to have been a 
grief of mind to Iſaac and Rebekab, Gen. xxvi. 


35. And as Rebekab was ſo much afraid leſt 


| her Son Jacob Walde make the like unſuitable 


Match, 


Dre,, 


Fc 
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W that ſhe ſaidrumother Huzband}: Tam 
Liſe becauſe of the Daughters of 


weary of. my 
Heth, if 7 take a Wife of the Pangheers of 
Heth, nat good ſball my life au me? So like 
wiſe, many tender Lovers of their Faith and 
Country might well deplore the Unhappineſs 
of that Alliance with France, which gave no 
ſmall Occaſion to the Calamity and the Curſe 


ol this Day: For 1¹ was from: nes that 957 


ariſe, 1300 0 


oth The Appreheaion and Fears of Popery 
3 ory fis 33851 ri - 

Topety, Seinem . not on- 

ly to our Reformed Faith and Worſhip; but 

to our Civil Rights and Liberties and Pro- 

pexties, to our Eſtabliſn d Laws, and co all 

our ſetled Conſtitution- 


It. was for this wiſe and ah Reaſon, that 


our firſt. Reformers would never bear with 
any rxpgsly Toleration of Popery, nor with 


any long Connivence; at it. That excellent 


young, Jaſab King - Edward VI. would not 
diſpenſe With his on Siſter to have Publick 
Maſs in her own Family; but denied unto 
Teass all the Importunity, that labour d to 
14054 C 2 extort 


um — — wa 2 


16 


12 


A Sermon Prana 4 Jan. 37, 50 DES 


ing to. reduce England into Bondag 


= a Licenſe from him. bim Oel 0 


beth indulg'd them no longer than White 
there were ſome Hopes to feclaim thetn : 
When ſhe found them inventing ant? obtra- 


ding a Succeſſor of their o. n n Hewes De. 
fire, and correfponding abroad for Counſel 

and Aids, and by all ways and means labour- 
under 
Rome ; then ſhe ſpared not to preſerbe her 
Royal Perſon, and to protect her People 
by the Laws, and a ſteady Execution of them. 


K was this Wiſdom and Firameſs of Reſolu- 


tion, that made up the Peace and the Glory 
of that Reign. Her next Succeſſor King 
James was à Champion againſt Popery, an 


ſtrenuouſſy oppoſtd it, both as a Wiſe Go- 


vernour, and as a Learned Writer; and this 
gave Peace and Happineſs to the greateſt part 
of his Wiſe Adminiftration”:' But when to- 
ward the decline of it, he fell into a Treaty 
for a Match with Spain, and during that Trea- 


ty did in a manner fuſpend the Laws againſt 


the Papiſts, and gave his Subjects un oecaſion 
to believe, that one Article of that Match was 
to be the Toleration of Popery: This gave 
duch e e and Diſcontent to his 


People 


* . 
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People, and the ae of em, that it 
threatued apparent Danger; and if that Treaty 
had ——— and thereby eaſed the Minds 


- of; People, wee know not What abghr. have 


boen in the end thereof. 
For certainly his Royal Son. che Martyr of 


this Day, might juſtly impute many of his 


Troubles to cheſe Fears and Jealouſies of Po- 


pery. And they really began with the French 
ance, where one Article was to have a 
Pablick Chappel, and Prieſts and Maſs for 
the Qucen and her Houſhold; the firſt Mar- 
tiage Article of that kind ſince the Reforma- 
tian, and therefore at the firſt Eſſay fatal to 
a good King and his Three Kingdoms. For 


this gůve an Opportunity of open Reſort to 


all Papiſts; Foreigners and Natives: This 
gave Shelter and Protection to Swarms of 
Jeſuits and other Emiſſaries from Nome: This 
gain d an Intereſt at Court for Pardons and 
for Futents of Profit and Preferment to the 
leading Roman Catholieks: This brought o- 
ver onc ur two Nuncios from the Pope to 


attend upon the Queen In ſhort, This did 


give countenance to Popery; and therefore 


145 r And dread upon many ſin- 
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cere Proteſtants; and did put them into ſueh 

to take away their Place and Nation, that this 

ſtrength of Fear too much began the Civil 
War, and help'd to garry it forward to the 
Innocent and Sacred Blood ſhed upon this 


ay. F At eh 436.04+» 3 8 3 
Theſe doubts and fears of Popery loſt an 
Orthodox and moſt Regular Prince the 
Hearts of too many of his People; and al- 
moſt robb' d him of the next valuable Bleſ- 
ſing, his Good Name. For upon his tender 
Compliances with his intirely Beloved Royal 

Conſort, his Enemies took advantage to miſ- 
repreſent Him for a Papiſt. Though This 
was a Calumny falſe and malicious: In his 
moſt private Letters to the Queen; when He 
rejoyced to agree in all things with Her, He 
even then expreſly excepted their i Difference 
in Religion: He made a ſolemn Declaration 
at the Sacrament. of his Stedfaſtneſs in the 
Faith and Communion; of our Church: And 
on the very Scaffold, He ſealed theſame good 
Profeſſion with his laſt Breath and Blood. It 
| is a Juſtice we owe his Memory, to own, that 
no One Prince had his Eye and his Heart _ 
- ed - 
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fixed upon the Eſtabliſnment and Improve- 0 
ment of this Church of England, and upon | 
che Support and Honour of her Clergy. And 8 
it Was upon this pious View, that He was gra- 
eibuſly inclin d to the Motion of the Archbi- 
ſop for reſtoring Impropriations, and aug- 
menting ſmall Vicarages; but the Iniquity of 
the Times would not then allow, what is re- 
ſeryd for the Glory of another Reign, and | 
what muſt reform the greateſt Corruption of j 
Popery that remains unreform d. | 
But. I ſay thoſe Clouds and gathering Signs 
of Popery did all ariſe from the Intereſts and 
Intrigues of a French Court. And therefore as 
God commanded the Iſraelites not to male Mar- 
riages with the Heathen Nations, Det. 7. 3. 
Nor totake their Daughters, for this reaſon, v. 4. 
for they will turn away thy Son from following 
me, that they may ſerve other Gods: So we con- 
feſs it had been happy for our Reformation, 
if this Law had been eſtabliſn d with it, That 
all Proteſtant Princes ſhould paya Duty to the 
Publick, in chuſing Royal Conſorts of the 
„ nr 3 
But to proceed: Among the Cauſes of the 
vil ibai hapned unto us, as at this Day, a Third 
R | _ * 
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was the Thought and Dread of opel on and 
Legal Power, 15 


e of this Happy Nation have certain 
che beſt Conſtitution in the World, the Sove- 


reignty of the Prince, the Rights of the Nobi- 
lity, the Liberties of the People, all fo ba- 


eg. and bearing up one anothen; chat no 
Government on this fade Heaven can he more 


wiſely contriy'd, while it Randy ren _ 
its true Balance. CCC 
But as in a curious Watch, the Variety of 
exact Motions, ng. it ae kept iin Order, 
ſerve admirably to e 0 1d aſl t,.cachorher; 
whereas if any one ops, or burcics on too 
faſt, this is apt to carry all the reſt into Con- 
ſuſion: So in our exquiſite Frame of Govern- 
ment, it is the. ſtrict, nion and: Oorreſpon- 
dence of the Parts, that muſt direct and ſup- 
port the whole. .Ifa Member ſuffer, the Ba- 
dy ſuffers with it. Or if Head and Members 
affect to leave this, own Place, and uſyrp a 
Station not deſig 57 r them this turns che 


Body into a new kind of Monſter. And alas! 

en Political Breaches once ariſe, if not time - 
ly laid, they grow more fierce, aud may at 
last be fatal. For the morc extraordinaty 


Strength 
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— Sovereign Power does exert, the 
People are apt to fly into more extravagant 


Pretenſions of Liberty; and yet again, the 
higher thoſe Pretenſions arr, the greater Efforts 


vill be thought necdful to curb and reſtrain 
them. So that Tyranny and Rebellion ſeem 
in their Nature made to hate, and yet to help 
forward one another: v1 © 
If the Qbſervation 86 Forcigners be true, 
— there have been more Shakes and Convul- 
ſions in the Government of England, than in 
that of any other Nation; cid "muſt be 
owing tothe Goodneſs of our Conſtitution, 
andthe Tendetneſsof it;which if carefully pre- 
ſery'd, holds out in the moſt regular Health 
and Safety but if once put out of order, it 
is de ie foe right again. 
Popular Inſurrections have been batdly fub- 


dud " michoke caſting too ſtrong a Bias upon 


the Power that fubdird * em. 8 former 
Princes did — — the Charter of Pub, 


lic Karen 


And we arc — — D The 
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—_— 


1-28 | 


„220 


A Sermon Preacb'd. Jan. 31, 1701. 


1 


The remoter Fears and Apprehenſions of 


ſuch a Yoke were apt to raiſe Clouds and 


Storms in every Reign: And ſo undoubtedly 


they did in the Reign of that  Merciful Prince, 
whoſe violent Death we this Day lament. Far 
be it from any honeſt Heart to think, that out 
of Ambition or Siniſter Ends, He ever pro- 
poſed to injure the Birthright of his Subjects, 


ar to Alter the Conſtitution neecid d ο his 


Anceſtors. No ! his Clemency and Juſtice; is 
Honour and Conſcience were upon too high 


a Principle for ſuch #7 Peſigns. But it is poſ- 


ible, that the Influence of others may bring 
a Suſpicion upon Princes, when they them- 


ſelves are innocent; and then in many Caſes, 


a Suſpicion artfully improyv d ſhall work up as 
much Miſchief, as the real Guilt would do. 


And Oh how Happy had it been for the 
Peace of that Reign, if even Doubts and Suſpi- 


cions had been wanting ! for then, things could 


never have ended in the Evil of this Day. If 


the Body of a good natur'd Exgliſh People had 
but thought themſelves ſecure in their Legal 


Rights and Tenures, they could never have 


been ſeduced into that Unnatural Rebellion. 


They muſt of neceſſity firſt believe, that their 


L iberties 
5 
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Liberties and Eſtates were in ſome Danger, 


and under that Proſpect and Perſuaſion they 
muſt have been drawn in for the Meaning at 
leaſt of Self. preſervation. 


had been exacted without a Bill to be eaſily 
attained for em I If no awing into Loans and 

Benevolence, if no projecting extraordinary 
Supplies, Without the readier Aid of Parlia- 
ment! And eſpeially if no levying of Ship- 
Money to the Surprize and Burden of the Peo- 
ple, who never had a Notion of Taxes, but 
as of Money given by their own Conſent ! 
Theſe Hardſhips (to call them by that Name 
only) did ſerve to exaſperate the Minds of the 


— To and did prepare them by degrees to be 


led out firſt in Riots and Tumults, and then 
in Troops and Armies, againſt their lawful So- 
vereign. And tho' it is certain that the King 
Himſelf did not haſtily contrive or command 


any of thoſe hard Meaſures; but He had his 


Miniſters to propoſe them, and his very Judges 


to approve them: Yet Good Prince! He an- 
ſwered for the Account, and at the foot of 
it, with invincible Patience paid down his 
| Royalty and his Life. 


2 3 


How happy, if no Tonnage or Cuſtoms 


if Sermon. Treas > Tr 8 


* 


O 


Taciti 
Agricola. 


20 
liſh. People had the Spir of, a 


them, as Samuel 
ver of their King ſhou 


If we trace back the Hiſtory f Hermes 4 Ages 


we ſhall all along find, that the the Aug 
q rec — 5 
that they would not by. ber! e put che 
Necks into a Joke, nor th 2 cet into Chains; 
nor would they bow down their Backs to any 


illegal | Wi rg II a Prophet himſelf had rold | 


1 


did the. Ifrae{ites, that che man- 
Id beifas in other Nations) 

to tale their Sons and their ers to his own 
arbitrary Uſe and Service; and ro tale their 
Fields and theix 42 at his Pc Will and 
ro. their Anſwer would 
not have been rf as that other was: 
For Tyranny and Oppreflion were a Grie- 
vance Here in the remoteſt times of old. The 


Romans found our Britiſh Anceſtors incha'dra- 
ther to Obedience than to Su 


ction, Qui- 
et and Helpful, / Injurie abſint, bas ægrò tole- 


rant, jam domiti ut pareant, nondum ut ſerviant. 


For to Obey was a voluntary Duty, but to 


Serve had 5 Diſdain of being thought an Im- 
poſition on them. Nor could all the Roman 
Legions faſten theſe Chains upon Old Britain, 
where a Spirit of Honour, and a Genius to 
Liberty prevail d. Hence it were eaſy to Prove 

1 from 


» — 
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pom fen HiRotians,c/that/thoſe Nom Bord 
| _— the. Empire: lere, more chan in any 
eee They ſaw, that Force 
rar might {ric well tu manage” Beaſts 
—_— Tur) Equity and Moderation! would 
better Ppwern Free Men. 112) i i 
\  Anraabappy Suſpicion: — [contrary Makes 
did. aa ny tra cn the Euil of this Day. 
Ne the re l cemernbery chat when an Ar. 
„inta later Reign, it broke ſhort that 
And. for che future it 'fhall never be at -· 
— without bringing doun Ruin and Con. 
upes thoſe- who ſhall attempt it, 
, Fourably, among the Cauſes that conſpired in 
the Tragedy of this Day, one was the Growth 
of, Anmorality and Profaneſs, which were unhap- 
pily objected tothe Reign of this Prince, tho' He 
was Himſelf a. very Devour: and S 
| Prince. Hr 
. And really. it was no wonder, if a * "Ny 
| Copert of 6 . , a Spirit of Profaneſs did 
| more ſenſibly obtain. It is not want of Cha- 
| rity. to fay, what we. ſee with our Eyes, that 
| the Principles of Popery are adapted to a Looſ- 
nels in Mouls. and that therefore the gene 
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munion; ; but an Ex 


ral Practice of the' Mecibesr: of thi Church 
ſtrict in nothing but little outward Obſerv4- 
tions. I could never hear * report, 


that Nome was: now ihe Ha 


Popery tend auby uo 4. Remmiſttſs &f bates 
and Virtue within it ſelf, and Airs wn 

e of the Doings et 
Popery is apt to raiſe.,q'even in ſome Enemies 
of it, a ſotrt of Tem 


pratiom and Snare to grea- 
ter Infidelicy and Irreligionn For ſo it is, chat 
. in a falſe Faich and Worſhip does 
ſeduce unſetled Minds to caft away. all Truth, 
becauſe of that unagreea Anda cps 1 The 
very Atheiſm of People has been oeta- 
ſionally owing to the Superſtition. and Bigotry 
of others. 

We are not to believe all the Complaints, 
chat ſerious Perſons made of the Diſſoluteneſs 
in the King's Army at that time: This is cer- 


tain, that no Royal Example was given of it; 


er ſſich difficult Affairs, it was not poſ- 


ſible for Royal Authority ro ani it aleo- 


gether, 

It was a juſter Ob jection , That the Pro- 
faneſs of le Englifh Stage began then- to be 
more ſeauldhin, than it had been in former 


Times. 
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„Tunes very ſuniddows, that i in pure Indig- 
nation 2 3 Trad was written againſt this __ 
1 your Evil 4 or as in its own Title, Againſt the og 


23 


Miſchief | and Abies Common Plays and 
Fig. Fl, Zur 'this Ne of Impiety did 
ſo offend the Freneh Party, and made them ſo 


incenſe che Queen, that the Anchor was proſe- 
ented and ſtigmatizd for it, with a Severity 


iat was thought to be ct On 2 Review of 
chat Age, it ſeems very evident, that the Li- 
berty and the Delight then talen in Plays and 
Opelas did. help ſadly to corrupt the Minds and 
Mannets of our Prople, and to let in that Looſ- 
neſs and lrreligion, which ſerved to ſuggeſt the 


Wickedneſs and Villanies ſoon. after acted in the 
Civil War. : 


Fifth and laſt | Ehpoeri was another la- 
mentable Cauſe o this Day's Evil, 

It is a melancholy Thouz t to conſider, how 
Profaieſs and Epoch, which ſeem the moſt 
diſtant and - irreconcileable Enemies, do both 


unite to weaken the Powers of Religion. Alas! 
to ſee che open Abominations of Proſaneſs, 
to ſeal up the Heart of the Hypocrite: 
_— to diſcover the Vileneſs of Hypocriſy, is 
as NM to harden the profane Man. So the 


one. 
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ain” one Extreme calls. and wives incanGderare Souls 
into the. other. When at id known,” that: Men 
take up Religion Jas; an ew ard Garment 
only, then it „that ſome Ipolett Miade ente 
tempted to ca . Religion. And 
when the e Scandal: _ ofa _ 
apparent and amazing it 7 appens, 

Me of as little Coalience find? a better An- 
count in aſſuming its Name, and preſer the 
Appearance of — before the No Sign of 
it, So the R. es and the Hypocrites 
= ly out Fg en of Religion, Ade an 5 

deſtroy a Church and Nation. The Saddactets 
on the one hand, and che meer Phiſees on 
the other, are enough t trouble any Hrael, 
and to take away the Strength and Beaury of 
it. And. Oh what a ce, had, the Sin of Hy- 
pocriſy in the Evil of this; Day ! 1) daubt Not 
but char many ſincere Chriſtians came in with 
a good Meaning to one fide of che 
Quarrel, as well as to the. other. Bur the prinie 
Engines, and the Workers of. chem, on che ꝓre 
vailing ſide, were moſt of them Men of Oraft, 
and * dreadful Diflemblers with God and Heaz- 
ven. What artificial Faſts! What p 


Prayers! What Singing) Speeches: I What 
| | Abuſe 
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Abuſe of Holy Scripture . What à Noiſe 7 
Gr ſag Mero, of fighting the Lords Battels, of 
binding Ning in Cams, &c.! Nay, and how: at 
laſt W us the fatab Blow given y an utmoſt 
ſtrerch in Hypocriſy, by one Commander put wo Ful. 
ting off another more. Tender and Loyal wich Ger 
4: Sham Pretence of ſceſing God in Prayer, while Cromwell. 
in the mean time che Royal Blood was ſhed, 
atd-the Others Plea 70! ſpate/ie was chen to no 
pucpoſe. 4 E 322 5 

Thus 1 I hope weak plaineſs of Trith, Fam 
ſure with bee of Heart, I have with due 
5 on enquired into the moſt viſible Cauſes 

of che Civil N chat ww or the lafamy 
of this Day 
Lord lay not chis Sin to our Charge, bur 
teach us to expiate thoſe Iniquities of our 
en all che N Virtues and 
Graces. ? 

Firſt then to avert hs Dangers of a French 
Intereſt and Aliance, let us be now - thankful 
to God, and to the Wiſdom of our Gover- 
nours, chat. we are under no ſuch Calamity, 
and hardly under any Proſpect of it. We are 
aw that the Influence of ſuch Coun. 
{els wn be: — _ the — of ſuch 


Power 
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Power would be intolerable: We have:the Beſt 
and Greateſt. of Examples to incite us, to have 
our Hearts entirely in the Engliſh: Intereſt, to a. 
bound in a Natural Affection to our own "Couts 
try, and in a Publick Spirit for the Peace and 
Proſperity of this Age, and (as far as Human 
Laws and the Foreſig he of us Mortals can reach) 
of ull ſucceeding — 2 

Secondly, as to the Dangers of Popery, An 
were then believ'd to threaten, let us beg God 
to keep them at the ſafeſt Diſtance from us, 
| Where they now ſtand, and God forbid their 
coming nearer. Let us cheriſh a hearty Concern 
for the Proteſtant Intereſt at home and'abroad, 
among our ſelves, and among our Allies. And 
in order to this, let us labour to heal up our 
Breaches. Charity and Meekneſs and Holineſs 
will moſt effectually ſecure the Peace and E- 
ſtabliſhment of our Church, whoſe excellent 
Guides and Governours have oppoſed and van- 
quiſhed Popery, even in the times of Redet 

danger. 

Thirdhy, As to the 8 Apprelicidions of 
Jilegal Power and Oppreſſion, let us be more and 
more thankful to Almighty God, that under this 
Auſpicious Reign, we have not lo much as the 


Appre- 


S —— 2 


Apprehenſion of them. Our Rights have been 
retrieved by a ſignal Pypvidence, and com- 
mitted down to Poſterity, one would think, 
beyond à Capacity of their being ever depri. 
ved of them. May we our ſelves take heed, and 
teach our Children to take heed, not to break 
nor to hurt our happy Conſtitution, which God 
preſerve. F £ 


+ 


_ Fourthly, Let the Profaneſs of any one Age 
be a Warning and a Terror to the next. The 
Fear of God and the living by Conſcience are 
the Sinews of all Government ; as Theſe are- 
weakned and cut off, the whole Body will lan- 
guiſh and die. Let us give the greater Praiſes 
unto God, that he has put it into the Heart of 
our Gracious Sovereign the Queen to iſſue her 
Royal Proclamations, and to encourage many 
Publick Orders, for the Preventing and Puniſhing 
all manner of nmorality and Profaneſs ; and ſo to 
raiſe and invigorate a good Spirit for the Refor- 
mation of Manners; a Work ſo expedient and 
beneficial to the Publick Good, that we ſee ſome 
admirable Effects of it, and we hope and pray 
for God's continual Blefling on it. | 


Lauth, 
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"Laſtly; let the Refflernbrances of Bly Pye | 
fade oe, that a Looſnels in Our Lif Ace 
verlation wilt glys the 'reateft! N te it 
and: People he /e Rightectis, ay 8 
over hefe who deſpiſe and Ache er bei 
and the very fenning ſo to be. Leer this? og | 
All up- to an unfeigned /Faith, 'andto''4' ſincere 
Repentance, and to a perfect Holineſs,” 2189276 
be a People: xealous of Good-'Works, char God 
of his Mercy may: us in his cohtinual Fa. 
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Power und Glory fo ever and ever. + Aden 
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